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I- The reorganization of the border guard forces committed along the Czechoslo- 
vakian-Bavarian border began in October 1950- The SUB units proviouslv 
employed in border guard duty were replaced by PS .{Pohranlcnl straz) 
units which were activated from army units reassigned to the PS and from 
personnel of the former SUB border guard units- Units which were reassigned 
to the PS in the fall of 1950 included the ii6th Inf Bn in As, the 64th Ini 
Bn in Pobezovice, the 66th Inf Bn in Viraperic and the 77 th Inf Bn in kax3.cvy 
Vary- In April 1551, all former SUB men in active service with PS units were 
promoted to the rank of junior lieutenant regardless of their previous rank 
and were dropped fron the lists of the SUB- A substantial number of recruits, 
inducted in the fall of 1950 were reassigned to the PS brigades upon completion 
' of a short period of basic training with infantry regiments- The whole re- 
organization resulted in a substantial increase of the personnel assigned to 
border guard duty along the Bavarian border- 


Organization and Subordination- 

2 0 The High Command of PS unite has the designation I l and is located 25X1 C 

in Prague- It moved from the former Police Barracks in Prague-Vrsovice to 
Prague-fimi ch o v in December 1950. The headquarters has been under the command 
of Colonel Hlavacka (fnu) since the spring of 1951 and is subordinate direct- 
ly to the Ministry of Internal Security- 

3 0 Five PS brigades are stationed along the Bavarian bonier. They include the 
1st Brig in Cheb, the 2d Brig in Plana, the 3d Brig in Pobezovice, the Uth 
Brig infsuslce and the 5th Brig in Volary. "ach brigade is believed to 
consist of four PS battalions on guard duty, and one replacement or training 
battalion- The brigade headquarters units include a guard unit, a signal 
unit, a motor transport unit and a labor unit, each of which 4 a of 
either company or platoon strength and has an average strength of 30 to kO 
men- There have been indications that engineer, mortar and heavy machine gun 
units belong to the individual brigades. There is the possibility that the 
PS brigades have not yet attained a uniform organizational structure - 


4- The battalions assigned to border guard duty are consecutively numbered within 
the brigades from the 1st to the Iith, Host of the battalions have 5 companies 
on border duty, 1 reserve company and 1 headquarters company, with the latter 
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consisting of a guard platoon, a labor platoon, 1 communications nlatoon 
and a motor transport platoon,. The average P S battalion guards a border 
sector of about 15 kn« The sectors of the PS battalions in Tlranice end 
•As have not been deter mined. 'They apparently face Bavarian territory as 
well -as the territory of the Soviet Zone of Germany. 

The structure of the PS brigade and battalion headquarters has not been 
determined. Officer posts at brigade and battalion headquarters include those 
of command inn officer, adjutant, chief of staff, political officer, D0Z 
officer, indoctrination officer, youth activities officer, suprly officer, 
motor transport officer, administrative officer, cipher officer and medical 
OJ..I icer. Only brigade headquarters has an additional engineer officer and ocv-i 
personnel officer; and only battalion headquarters has an additional ordnance " A1 
officer. oOroor ITCOs sometimes fill officer posts at the battalion level. 


Personnel and S trength . 

7<i Since the fall of 1950, the PS units have been receiving draftees out of the 

"XSefinf 3 ^ Pr C f UitS : DrarteftS and i930 cSsses w/ ** 

nducted into the PS training units in July 1951 and distributed to the PS 

?; n EK i :;„ ln i h * «<• i«i. r „ n P5 unlts a „ 

..... .he fall of each year, and it is fairly definitely believed that the tern 
ox service with the PS units amounts to 2 years and 3 months. 

89 J^ut 0f 19?1> the ^engths pf PS o^nies have been raised from 

....out h0 ...on to c.n average of 50 or 60 men, so that each PS battalion on 
average strength of k2$ men., Th.e strength of a PS brigade headquarters '*1rclud 

"o C 7 C 0 ’ n>e ?i\ art f r ? U - 3tS aari the tralnt *E battalion, is estimated at*«S 
.0 700. -he fivoiiriraces committed to border guard duty alone the Bavarian 
o ore, or are thoroiore believed to have a total strength of 11,000 to" 12 , 06 b* 

9. During the initial period of their existence, the PS units included Slcva 1 -* 
sometimes as many as i*> percent of their total strength. The number of Sieves 
.'f'‘ M cratmalljr roc ucod to about 10 percent of the command, nrobablv because 
irf the numerous oesertinns by members of this ethnic promt it is" believed at 
the program under which Slovaks were replaced by Czechs h‘as been virtually 
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10 o It in conspicuous that the PS unHs are commanded and staffed by officers 
whose rank is oat of proportion to the posts they fill* For example* 
brigades are commanded by captains and battalions and companies by lieutenant s 0 
A number of brigade commanders were detached to the U 0 S,f>Jt 0 to attend 
training courses in the fall of 195 l« 

Weapons, Equipment a nd Unifor ms^ 

Ho The PS units are arirecl with Czech rifles and former Oe.Tr.an model 90 rifles, 
model itS«A and model submachine runs and pistols* An aver are company 

has in addition 3 to 6 light machine puns rtf model 26 and 1 heavy machine 
pun of model 37 © There may be 02«mn mortars .wi th the brigade headquarters 
units o Old German pas masks have been occasionally observed with PS units* 

12 » The PS units are not fully notorized, but have only as many rotor vehicles 
as are required to maintain logistical support and to wake components of 
the units truckrbome in case of emergency* Each P- ennpany has 1 sedan and 
1 motorcycle 5 a battalion headquarters usually has i; trucks, h sedans and 
several motorcycles 5 a brigade headqua rters usually has about 1$ trucks, 

10 sedans and 10 motorcycles 0 

13 o All Pf> units can be reached by telephone P The telephone net even provides 
for intra-»unit connections A Conmunl cation between the brigade and its 
battalions as well as among the battalions can also be effected by radios 
Knch PS brigade is connected with I I bv teletype J 25X1 C 

A 11 PS personnel wear a stand an! uniform* They have dress uniforms with red*- 
bordered green epaulets and a doc f $ head emblem on the lapels. The service 
uniforms display only the dog 6 s head emblem on the lapels ft 

Bo rder C ontrol 0 

13\? The individual PS companies guard -a border stretch of about 3 km on an average, 

. v/rticn- is controlled by either patrols or, more frequently, -by stationary 
posts of 2 or 3 men, Each company also has several “trained dogs c 

X 6 <} A spring 01 1 ioXg f or txf lent ions is being established along the entire 

border, Reports from numerous PS battalion sectors mentioned a barren strip 
ra*<ed so that the footprints of illegal, border erossers are revealed, AT 
obstacles, mine fields, wire entanglements, and field positions * which 
sometimes include underground shelters* 

Ifo Tne bonder zone vti *ch extended to a depth of 6 to £■ kn prior to 1 November 19J>1 
nas been divided into an off limits zone parallel to the border having a 
width of 2 00 to .900 meters and a subsequent border zone extending within 
Czechoslovakia for 9 .or 6 kru All personnel other than PS personnel who 
entered the off limits zone had to be escorted by a member of the PS company 
in charge o SID stations were located behind the border zone only* ~ ^ 

xt nas been reported that there are plans providing for mutual ennlcyment of 
j. k.» units and army units stationed near the border I n case of ma^or border 
incidents a The army units concerned can be alerted by PS authorities «, In case 
of war, the PS units have the mission of defending the border until the 
arrival of regular army units * ** ” 
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Control of the other Borders of Czech osl ovak i a » 

F3 brigades are also believed to be stationed on all Czechoslovakian borders <> 
For exar.ple, tv,*o PS bri fades have been identified in Karlovy Vary and C 0 
Budejovice respectively 0 3ut it is believed that PS units alone: those 
borders are ro re thinly spread than on the border, facing Bavaria* 


25X1 C 


a Ha t of PS ‘brigades and battalions '^tth their 


]as far as they have been determined j, see Annex 
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